T1EF0R\NDITT^  OF  ITIOI^S  THE  V^pTCAN 

J^liAW'^gmgS^^flTWoBBS  Z'^.  i9ii. 


*  fAS^' 


1'  • 
<  t  '*-•♦* 


Document  No.  6250 


Page  1 


.4St?v. .  <«>• 


Present: 

r9r  i^he  United  States; 
Mr.  Davis 
^dmlral  Standley 
Hr.  Wilson 
Hr.  Atharton 
Mr.  Dooman 

Commander  Schulrmann 
Mr,  Field 


?Ir.  ?iatsudalra 
Admiral  Yamamoto 
Captain  Ir»ashlta 
Mr.  Mlzota 
?!r.  Kato 


Mr.  Fatsurlalra  began  by  asking  what  should  be  dis¬ 
cussed.  Hr.  Davis  said  that  he  supposed  there  was  nothing 
much  to  be  discussed  since  the  Japanese  had  told  us  they  had 
largely  covered  their  position  in  the  previous  talk.  He  had 
a  few  questions,  however,  which  he  desired  to  ask  for  clarifi¬ 
cation.  Ho  desired  to  know  for  Instance  whether  the  comm^ 
upner  limit  proposed  by  Japan  would  be  the  same  also  for  France 
and  Italy.  Admiral  Yamamoto  replied  that  France  and  Italy 
should  hove  the  right  to  build  up  to  the  same  limit  although 
If  they  desired  to  coma  to  some  other  arranganent  as  between 
themselves  they  should  be  free  to  do  so  since  they  are  far 
removed  from  Japan  and  the  United  States. 
pointed  to  the  proximity  of  Groat  Britain,  the 
Japan  would  have  no  objection  to  Groat  Britain 
special  arrangements  with  Franca  and  linly. 
anphaslzed  that  since  Japan  insisted  on  the  Principle  of 
equality,  she  had  no  right  to  prevent  others  from  claiming 

this  also. 

Mr.  Matsudaira  told  the  American  Delegation  that  at 
the  last  meeting  between  the  Japanese  a^  British  Delegations 
they  had  continued  to  talk  about  general  principles.  The 
British  had  asked  questions  to  which  the  Japanese  had  replied. 
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Thoy  had  subsequently  had  tnl’:s  bot^voen  Admiral  Ynirar.oto  and 
his  experts  and  the  First  S.a  Lord  and  his  exports.  Mr,  Davis 
wondered  whether  the  Japanese  were  prepared  to  give  us  the 
inforrati-^n  they  had  given  the  British  in  their  technical 
meetings,  I’r.  Matsudaira  said  that  they  wore  ready  to  do  so 
but  felt  it  would  be  better  at  a  separate  meeting.  Admiral 
Yamamoto,  on  the  other  hand,  said  that  while  he  would  welcome 
an  exchange  of  ideas  on  both  sides,  ho  could  not  see  to  what 
extent  a  discussion  of  details  would  contribute  to  a  solution 
of  fundamental  questions.  The  most  important  part  of  their 
plan  was  the  fundamental  policy  embodied  therein  and  the  de¬ 
tails  were  intimately  connected  with  this  policy.  Admiral 
Yamamoto  stated  that  they  had  discussed  technical  details 
with  the  British  only  on  the  understanding  that  the  latter  had 
agreed  to  the  basic  princioles  of  the  Japanese  proposal.  Upon 
being  questioned  on  this  point,  I!r.  ’  atsudalro  said  wo  had 
misunderstood  and  that  in  the  technical  discussions  with  the 
British  they  had  presented  their  technical  views  on  the 
assumption  of  ultimate  acceptance  of  the  principles  of  their 
plan.  Should  these  principles  be  rejected,  the  technical 
views  -  for  instance,  those  relating  to  qvialitatlve  limita¬ 
tions  -  wo\ild  have  to  be  modified,  "I  look  upon  technical 
questions  ns  of  secondary  importance.  The  question  of  policy 
and  principles  is  of  primary  Importance,  While  we  are  willing 
to  proceed  to  our  talk  on  technical  questions,  v/e  look  upon 
the  question  of  the  common  upper  limit  as  of  paramount 
importance,  so  that  we  cannot  consider  the  discussions  of 
qualitative  limitation,  such  ns  unit  size,  as  being  final 
unless  a  decision  can  be  reached  to  fix  a  common  upper  limit,” 
In  response  to  the  questions  from  ?Ir.  Davis,  Admiral  Yamamoto 
clarified  his  position  by  stating  that,  "The  discussion  of 
details  does  not  prejudice  the  attlt\ido  on  general  principles 

. Because  the  principle  of  the  common  upper  limit  is 

looked  upon  as  the  most  important  feature  by  the  Japanese  Navy, 
we  considered  our  position  on  other  questions  right  have  to  be 
modified  if  the  comnon  upper  ''Iralt  is  not  accepted",  l^r.  Davis 
stated  that  there  was  no  disagreement  as  to  this  point;  neither 
side  would  comrlt  itself  in  these  technical  discussions.  It 
was  simply  a  toatter  of  a  further  elucidation  and  clarification 
of  the  Japanese  position  in  order  that  we  might  give  them  a 
full  and  fair  consideration.  The  United  States,  Ur.  Davis 
explained,  had  no  detailed  technical  proposals  to  advance, 

"^e  wore  in  favor  of  maintaining  and  continuing  the  two 
treaties  except  that  we  would  advocate  reductions  and,  if 
they  v/ero  acceptable,  we  would  be  willing  to  discuss  with  an 
open  mind  the  technical  details  of  how  to  carry  out  this 
general  program.  Thus  if  there  were  an  agreement  for  a  20% 
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raductlon^  it  would  be  a  problon  for  our  experts  to  examine 
how  to  rorry  it  out  in  the  various  categories,  but  there  was  no 
use  of  our  gc.ir.c  into  details  of  this  sort  unless  there  were 
agreerent  on  general  principles. 

Admiral  Yamamoto  here  objected  that  if  only  the 
Japanese  were  to  explain  their  technical  views,  it  would  not 
be  very  useful  to  have  a  meeting  of  experts,  nr.  Davis  asked 
whether  the  Driti'^h  had  given  the  Japanese  their  technical 
views,  to  which  ’!r.  I’ntsudalra  replied,  ''Oh,  yes,  clearly". 

The  Japanese  insisted  that  the  last  meeting  with  the  British 
had  consisted  largely  of  a  p-  esentation  of  the  detailed  program 
of  the  British.  ?Ii*.  llatsudalra  coniinued,  "We  are  not  parti¬ 
cularly  anxious  to  have  these  teoanical  matters,  but  we  thought 
you  might  have  Jr^'*  the  case  of 

the  British".  fAd;/iirni  Y^tnamevo,  ir7‘ further  l^^anallon  of  his  i 
position  regarding  teclinlcal  discussions,  repeated  that  the  j 
Japanese  attlcude  on  technical  matters  w?s  very  immediately 
related  to  the  fundamental  spirit  of  their  proposals;  to 
illustrate,  they  v/oro  advocating  the  abollt'on  of  aircraft 
carriers;  if  they  had  aggressive  designs  in  the  Far  East, 

nothing  would  be  more  .useful  than  the  retention  of  alj^raft _ 

carriers,  fSinllniT!y,  if  they  intended “a*ggrossron,‘~tTI§y  would 
favor  abolition  of  submarines  since  they  are  usefiil  only  for 
defense  of  their  hone  waters,  "I  consider  that  the  real  aim 
of  our  proposal  goes  beyond  the  sotting  of  a  common  upper  limit. 

I  look  upon  the  spirit  of  our  proposal  ns  being  to  reduce  the 
menace  of  war  and  to  rake  it  more  difficult  to  wage  war.  In 
technical  discussions,  on  the  other  hand,  wo  consider  the 
problem  of  how  to  carry  on  war  most  advantageously,  which  is 
the  opposite  of  the  purpose  of  our  discussions."  ?Ir.  DkvIs 
was  in  hearty  accord  vvlth  the  idea  of  removing  the  incentive 
of  fighting.  Ho  said  that  our  idea  had  always  bean  to  give 
each  of  the  throe  principal  Powers  equality  of  security  and  to 
remove  the  cause  for  their  going  to  war  against  each  other. 

r^r.  Davis  then  inquired  whether  the  American  views 
were  so  very  different  from  those  of  the  British,  to  which  Mr. 
’^atsudalra  replied  that  the  Japanese  did  not  knaw  exactly  what 
the  British  thought  of  the  Japanese  program.  At  this  point 
ho  emphatically  declared  that  it  was  the  Japanese  intention 
to  denounce  the  Washington  Treaty  before  the  end  of  the  year 
and  then  to  try  to  find  some  basis  for  an  agreement  satisfactory 
to  all. 
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In  reply  to  ?'!r.  Vntsudolrr^ '  9  auestion  as  to  wliot  we 
would  discuss  with  the  British  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  D^vis 
explained  that  this  would  ba  our  first  meeting  since  last 
July  and  that  we  had  no  dofinito  agenda,  7e  had  not  cone  to 
London  with  any  plan  for  an  ontlvaly  naw  agreement  on  a  new 
basis,  but  merely  with  the  idea  of  continuing  the  Treaties  or 
of  concluding  n  new  one  which  v/otild  continue  the  ourposes  of 
tho  Washington  and  London  Treaties.  »'r.  »'ntsud2lra  bore 
injected  that  we  had  su3*ely  given  the  British  our  dsteilod 
orogrnra  last  siunmar,  since  wo  bad.  bed  technical  discussions 
at  that  time.  »'r.  Davis  stated  tliat  the  'British  had  given  to 
us  their  views  on  technical  t.^nestlons  but  tl^at  ’»o  did  not 
o  esent  our  technical  viows  since  did  not  have  sny  to 
present.  Our  program  then  as  now  lied  slmplv  been  for  a  20$^ 
reduction,  the  details  to  be  worked  out  la tor. 

Tho  tr;o  delegations  then  continued  to  consider  the 
possibility  of  technical  dlscuRsloni..  *Ir.  Davis  advanced  the 
suggestion  that  Admiral  Standiay  and  Admiral  Yamamoto  sit  down 
together  and  talk  the  matter  over  in  datnll.  He  explained  that 
v/hlle  he  did  not  bellovo  that  thoro  was  any  opportunity  to  try 
to  roach  an  agreement  on  technical  questions,  his  Idea  was 
simply  to  enable  Admiral  Btandley  to  obtain  a  clear  understand* 
Ing  of  what  the  Jaoanese  oroaosals  meant  in  practice,  ’Ir. 
Matsudalra ,  socaking  in  Jaaanose  to  Mr.  Dooman,  stated  that 
they  did  not  have  any  hard  and  fast  technical  program.  Their 
J.doa  was  that  ns  tho  conversations  want  forward  the  technical 
orobloms  on  both  sides  v/ould  develop  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  it  possible  to  bring  the  opposing  technical  views  closer 
together  and  to  reconcile  thorn. 

After  further  discussions  It  was  agreed  that  no  de¬ 
cision  should  now  ba  ro''chad  on  the  ratter  of  a  technical 
meeting,  but  that  there  would  be  another  Informal  meeting 
between  the  tj/o  delegations  at  which  tha  nuestlon  could  be 
dealt  with,  /-ir,  Davis  said  that  the  American  Delegation  would 
like  to  pay  ?.  return  visit  on  the  Japanase  and  would  do  so  som^ 
time  after  the  meeting  scheduled  for  the  aftemoon  with  the 
British, 
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